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force majeure, the danger of inundation and disintegration
necessarily follows, and in a peculiarly characteristic way,
since the dangerous counter-tendencies get smuggled in
under the cloak of 'correct ideas'. Even the evil and
pernicious can be rationalized and made aesthetic. Thus,
one after another, the Divine children are handed over
to Behemoth, i.e. conscious values are exchanged for sheer
impulsiveness and stupidity. Conscious values are greedily
devoured by crude and barbarous tendencies which were
hitherto unconscious; thus Behemoth and Leviathan
erect an invisible whale (the unconscious) as symbolizing
their principle, while the corresponding symbol of the
Epimethean kingdom is the bird. The whale, as denizen
of the sea, is the universal symbol of the devouring
unconscious1. The bird, as a citizen of the luminous
kingdom of the air, is a symbol of conscious thought;
it also symbolizes the ideal (wings) and the Holy Spirit
The final extinction of Good is prevented by the
intervention of Prometheus. He rescues Messias, the
last of the sons of God, out of the power of his enemy.
Messias becomes the heir to the Divine kingdom, while
Prometheus and Epimetheus, the personifications of the
severed opposites, become united in the seclusion of their
"native valley". Both are relieved of sovereignty — -
Epimetheus, because he was forced to forgo it, and
Prometheus, because he never strove for it. Which means,
in psychological terms, that introversion and extraversion
cease to dominate as one-sided lines of direction, and
consequently the psychic dissociation also ceases. In their
stead a new function appears, symbolically represented
by a child named Messias, who had long lain asleep.
Messias is the mediator, the symbol of ^the new attitude
that shall reconcile the opposites. He is a child, a boy,
i Abundant examples of this are to be found in Psychology of the
Unconscious

